NEWGATE CALENDAR

And if the trained bands, or the mob, should come to
seize them, they would fire upon them with the officers'
blunderbusses, and would be masters of the prison till
the King should send them a pardon, or else they would
be starved or shot to death.

Shorter not only confessed this crime, but also owned
that he knew of the murder of one Lorimer, in Newgate, but
was prevailed upon by one Tokefield, and John Hart, not to
discover it; he further said that the latter of these persons
carried the bloody knife three days in his pocket; and he
verily believed that the day before he suffered death himself
at the gallows he saw Lorimer's ghost as he was at prayers
in the chapel of Newgate, which put him into a great con-
sternation, as was visibly observed by Mr Smith, the ordinary.

Thomas Randol was one of the persons concerned with
Shorter in this conspiracy. This offender was executed on
Wednesday, the 22nd of January, 1695, for the murder of
Robert Stevens, a Quaker. He was conveyed in a cart to the
deceased's door, in Whitechapel, and from thence to Stone
Bridge, by Kingsland, where, after he was dead, his body
was hanged in chains on the gibbet he suffered on, and
continued there till it was consumed by the weather.

SPENCER COWPER, ESQ.;   JOHN MARSON,
ELLIS STEVENS AND WILLIAM ROGERS, GENTS.
Tried for murder at Hertford Assizes and acquitted,
i6th of July,, 1699
THE prisoners being severally arraigned, and pleading
not guilty, it was demanded if they would join in
their challenges, or challenge separately. To which Mr
Cowper answered. If they should challenge separately, there
must be so many separate trials; and therefore, to prevent
the trouble of the Court, they were content there should
be but one challenge for all.
Then the panel was called over, and there being so many
challenged for the King and the prisoners that there was
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